Session: 253. HAI: C. difficile -Surveillance Saturday, October 5, 2019: 12:15 PM Background. Reliable, simple methods to assess environmental contamination with Clostridioides difficile are needed for studies of terminal disinfection effectiveness and transmission of C. difficile from fomites. We compared two novel sampling methods for assessment of C. difficile contamination: (1) isopropanol wipe sampling with broth enrichment (IW), where alcohol wipes are used to sample surfaces followed by immersion in CDBB-TC broth and (2) ethanol-shock hand imprint sampling (HI), where surfaces are sampled by gloved hands moistened with ethanol hand sanitizer followed by imprinting hands on selective agar (CDBA-TC). Both methods allow for sampling of complex surfaces common in hospital environments.
